
 
NFL SEASON ENTERS SECOND QUARTER 

 
The first quarter of the NFL season is over and more than half of the league’s teams (18) have a .500 or better record. But there’s 
a lot of season left to be played. 
 
“We had a pretty good first quarter,” says Atlanta wide receiver JULIO JONES about the team’s 3-1 start to the season. “There’s 
still a lot of improvement we have to do, but it comes with practice. Repetition is the key. We’ve got to keep practicing, getting 
better and playing for each other.”  
 
There are three unbeaten teams remaining – Denver (4-0), Minnesota (4-0) and Philadelphia (3-0). Since 1990, when the current 
12-team playoff format was adopted, 64 of the previous 77 teams (83.1 percent) to start 4-0 have made the playoffs.  
 
But all 32 teams know there’s room for improvement. And, while not every club has gotten off to a great start, nothing is a given in 
the NFL.  
 
Since 1990, 117 teams (37.5 percent of the 312 playoff clubs) have advanced to the postseason after starting the season 2-2 or 
worse. There were six such teams – Houston (1-3), Kansas City (1-3), Minnesota (2-2), Pittsburgh (2-2), Seattle (2-2) and 
Washington (2-2) – last season, including three division winners (Houston, Minnesota and Washington).  
 
“I feel a lot better,” says Buffalo head coach REX RYAN about the Bills evening their record at 2-2 after an 0-2 start. “We know we 
have a good football team and we’ve just got to stick together. That’s exactly what we’ve done and how we’ve dug ourselves out 
of this 0-2 hole.”  
 
That’s all part of the unpredictability of the NFL. So entering Week 5, while it certainly helps to be near the top of the standings, 
don’t count anyone out.  
 
Week 5 begins on Thursday night with a divisional contest as the Arizona Cardinals visit the San Francisco 49ers (8:25 PM ET, 
CBS/NFLN/Twitter). The week concludes with a pair of primetime matches as the Green Bay Packers host the New York Giants 
on Sunday night (8:30 PM ET, NBC) and the Tampa Bay Buccaneers visit the Carolina Panthers on Monday night (8:30 PM ET, 
ESPN). Some of the key games in Week 5: 
 

ARIZONA CARDINALS (1-3) at SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS (1-3) (Thursday, CBS/NFLN/Twitter, 8:25 PM ET)                  
 

• Arizona running back DAVID JOHNSON leads the NFL with 510 scrimmage yards and is the first player in franchise 
history to record at least 100 scrimmage yards in each of the team’s first four games of a season.  

• Cardinals linebackers CHANDLER JONES and MARKUS GOLDEN each have recorded a sack in all four games this 
season. They’re the first players in team history to record at sack in each of the team’s first four games to begin a season.  

 
• San Francisco running back CARLOS HYDE leads the NFC – and ranks second overall in the NFL – with five rushing 

touchdowns.  
• 49ers wide receiver JEREMY KERLEY had six receptions for 88 yards with a 33-yard touchdown last week against 

Dallas. Kerley leads the team with 18 catches and 202 receiving yards. He is also averaging 14.3 yards per punt return.  
 

HOUSTON TEXANS (3-1) at MINNESOTA VIKINGS (4-0) (Sunday, CBS, 1:00 PM ET) 
 

• The Texans moved to 3-1 with a 27-20 home victory over Tennessee last week. Houston currently holds a two-game lead 
in the AFC South.   

• Houston rookie wide receiver WILL FULLER had a five-yard touchdown reception and a 67-yard punt-return touchdown 
in the win against the Titans. Over the past 15 seasons, Fuller is one of only four rookies to have both a touchdown 
reception and a punt-return touchdown in the same game.  

 
• The Vikings, who are 4-0 for the first time since 2009, knocked off the New York Giants 24-10 last week on Monday night.  
• Minnesota leads the league with 11 takeaways and a +10 turnover differential. The Vikings are allowing 12.5 points per 

game, the second-best mark in the NFL.  
 

NEW YORK JETS (1-3) at PITTSBURGH STEELERS (3-1) (Sunday, CBS, 1:00 PM ET)                  



 
• Jets wide receiver BRANDON MARSHALL had four catches for 89 yards and a touchdown in last week’s game against 

Seattle. Marshall has 15 touchdown receptions in 20 career games with New York.  
• New York defensive tackle LEONARD WILLIAMS has four sacks, the most by a DT in the NFL this season. Williams had 

a sack last week and has at least a half-sack in three of the team’s four games in 2016.  
 

• Pittsburgh quarterback BEN ROETHLISBERGER threw five touchdown passes in last week’s 43-14 win over Kansas 
City. Roethlisberger has five career games with at least five touchdown passes, tied for the fourth-most in NFL history.  

• Steelers running back LE’VEON BELL rushed for 144 yards and totaled 178 scrimmage yards in Pittsburgh’s win against 
the Chiefs. It marked Bell’s seventh game with at least 150 scrimmage yards in his four-year career.  

 
ATLANTA FALCONS (3-1) at DENVER BRONCOS (4-0) (Sunday, FOX, 4:05 PM ET) 

 
• The Falcons have won three games in row, including last week’s 48-33 win over Carolina. Atlanta leads the NFC South by 

two games.  
• The Falcons became the first team in NFL history to have both a 500-yard passer (quarterback MATT RYAN, 503 yards) 

and 300-yard receiver (wide receiver JULIO JONES, 300 yards) in the same game in the win over Carolina. Ryan 
recorded the 19th 500-yard passing performance in league history and Jones is one of only six players ever to register at 
least 300 receiving yards in a game.  

 
• The Broncos improved their record to a perfect 4-0 with a 27-7 victory at Tampa Bay in Week 4.  
• Denver is the first team since 2002 (San Diego, DREW BREES) to begin a season 4-0 with every game started by a 

quarterback (TREVOR SIEMIAN) who had never started an NFL game before the season. Last week, both Siemian and 
rookie QB PAXTON LYNCH threw a touchdown pass for the Broncos.  

 
BUFFALO BILLS (2-2) at LOS ANGELES RAMS (3-1) (Sunday, CBS, 4:25 PM ET) 

 
• The Bills shutout New England 16-0 last week as Buffalo evened its record at 2-2 with its second consecutive win.    
• Buffalo running back LE SEAN MC COY had 108 scrimmage yards and scored the game’s lone touchdown last week on 

a seven-yard reception. Since 2010, McCoy is the only player in the NFL with at least 7,000 rushing yards (7,347) and 
2,000 receiving yards (2,353).  
 

• Los Angeles has won three consecutive games and are tied for first place in the NFC West with a 3-1 record. The Rams 
won at Arizona last week by a 17-13 score.  

• Rams defensive tackle AARON DONALD had 1.5 sacks and a forced fumble in the win over the Cardinals. Since entering 
the NFL in 2014, Donald has 21.5 sacks, the most by a defensive tackle in the NFL.    

 
NEW YORK GIANTS (2-2) at GREEN BAY PACKERS (2-1) (Sunday, NBC, 8:30 PM ET) 

 
• The Giants, who are seeking their 700th win in team history, return to Lambeau Field for the first time since January 15, 

2012 when they defeated the Packers in the Divisional Playoffs 37-20 en route to a Super Bowl championship.  
• Giants quarterback ELI MANNING has 99 career regular-season victories and looks to reach the 100-win mark.   

 
• The Packers had a bye in Week 4. In Week 3, Green Bay defeated Detroit 34-27.  
• Packers quarterback AARON RODGERS threw four touchdown passes and had a 129.3 passer rating in Week 3. In his 

career at home, Rodgers has 143 touchdown passes, 26 interceptions and 110.2 passer rating, the highest home passer 
rating in NFL history.  

 
TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS (1-3) at CAROLINA PANTHERS (1-3) (Monday, ESPN, 8:30 PM ET)                  

 
• In two games against Carolina last season, Buccaneers quarterback JAMEIS WINSTON passed for 612 yards (306 yards 

per game). This season, Winston ranks third in the NFC with eight touchdown passes. He also rushed for a touchdown 
last week against Denver.  

• Since 2013, Tampa Bay defensive tackle GERALD MC COY has 28 sacks, the most in the league by a defensive tackle.  
 

• Carolina quarterback CAM NEWTON had four passing touchdowns, a 121.6 passer rating and two rushing touchdowns in 
two games against Tampa Bay during his MVP season a year ago.  

• Panthers linebacker LUKE KUECHLY has 637 career tackles. Since entering the NFL in 2012, Kuechly’s 637 tackles are 
the most in the league.  

  



2016 NFL STANDINGS 
 

American Football Conference 
East Division 

Team W L T Pct PF PA Home Away Conf Div Streak 
New England Patriots 3 1 0 .750 81 61 2-1 1-0 2-1 1-1 1L  
Buffalo Bills 2 2 0 .500 87 68 1-1 1-1 1-2 1-1 2W  
New York Jets 1 3 0 .250 79 105 0-2 1-1 1-2 1-0 2L  
Miami Dolphins 1 3 0 .250 71 89 1-0 0-3 1-2 0-1 1L 
                         

North Division 
Team W L T Pct PF PA Home Away Conf Div Streak 
Pittsburgh Steelers 3 1 0 .750 108 80 2-0 1-1 2-0 1-0 1W  
Baltimore Ravens 3 1 0 .750 84 72 1-1 2-0 3-1 1-0 1L  
Cincinnati Bengals 2 2 0 .500 78 82 1-1 1-1 2-2 0-1 1W  
Cleveland Browns 0 4 0 .000 74 115 0-1 0-3 0-2 0-1 4L 
                        

South Division 
Team W L T Pct PF PA Home Away Conf Div Streak 
Houston Texans 3 1 0 .750 69 73 3-0 0-1 2-1 1-0 1W  
Jacksonville Jaguars 1 3 0 .250 84 111 1-2 0-1 1-2 1-0 1W  
Tennessee Titans 1 3 0 .250 62 84 0-2 1-1 0-2 0-1 2L  
Indianapolis Colts 1 3 0 .250 108 125 1-1 0-2 1-2 0-1 1L 
                        

West Division 
Team W L T Pct PF PA Home Away Conf Div Streak 
Denver Broncos 4 0 0 1.000 111 64 2-0 2-0 2-0 0-0 4W  
Oakland Raiders 3 1 0 .750 108 106 0-1 3-0 2-0 0-0 2W  
Kansas City Chiefs 2 2 0 .500 83 92 2-0 0-2 2-2 1-0 1L  
San Diego Chargers 1 3 0 .250 121 108 1-1 0-2 1-2 0-1 2L 
                       

 
National Football Conference 

East Division 
Team W L T Pct PF PA Home Away Conf Div Streak 
Philadelphia Eagles 3 0 0 1.000 92 27 2-0 1-0 1-0 0-0 3W  
Dallas Cowboys 3 1 0 .750 101 77 1-1 2-0 3-1 1-1 3W  
Washington Redskins 2 2 0 .500 99 112 1-2 1-0 1-1 1-1 2W  
New York Giants 2 2 0 .500 73 85 1-1 1-1 2-2 1-1 2L 
                        

North Division 
Team W L T Pct PF PA Home Away Conf Div Streak 
Minnesota Vikings 4 0 0 1.000 88 50 2-0 2-0 3-0 1-0 4W  
Green Bay Packers 2 1 0 .667 75 67 1-0 1-1 1-1 1-1 1W  
Chicago Bears 1 3 0 .250 62 97 1-1 0-2 1-2 1-0 1W  
Detroit Lions 1 3 0 .250 95 102 0-1 1-2 0-2 0-2 3L 
                        

South Division 
Team W L T Pct PF PA Home Away Conf Div Streak 
Atlanta Falcons 3 1 0 .750 152 124 1-1 2-0 2-1 2-1 3W  
Tampa Bay Buccaneers 1 3 0 .250 77 128 0-2 1-1 1-2 1-0 3L  
Carolina Panthers 1 3 0 .250 109 118 1-1 0-2 1-2 0-1 2L  
New Orleans Saints 1 3 0 .250 114 130 0-2 1-1 0-2 0-1 1W  
                         

West Division 
Team W L T Pct PF PA Home Away Conf Div Streak 
Los Angeles Rams 3 1 0 .750 63 76 1-0 2-1 3-1 2-1 3W  
Seattle Seahawks 3 1 0 .750 79 54 2-0 1-1 1-1 1-1 2W  
San Francisco 49ers 1 3 0 .250 90 107 1-1 0-2 1-3 1-1 3L  
Arizona Cardinals 1 3 0 .250 92 80 1-2 0-1 1-1 0-1 2L 
 

  



NFL WEEK 5 SCHEDULE 
THURSDAY, SUNDAY & MONDAY, OCTOBER 6, 9-10 

(All times local) 
Byes: Jacksonville, Kansas City, New Orleans, Seattle 

Thursday, October 6 Sunday, October 9 (cont’d) 
Arizona at San Francisco, 5:25 PM (CBS/NFLN/Twitter)  New York Jets at Pittsburgh, 1:00 PM 
 Atlanta at Denver, 2:05 PM 
Sunday, October 9 Cincinnati at Dallas, 3:25 PM 
Washington at Baltimore, 1:00 PM Buffalo at Los Angeles, 1:25 PM  
New England at Cleveland, 1:00 PM San Diego at Oakland, 1:25 PM 
Philadelphia at Detroit, 1:00 PM New York Giants at Green Bay, 7:30 PM (NBC) 
Chicago at Indianapolis, 1:00 PM   
Tennessee at Miami, 1:00 PM  Monday, October 10 
Houston at Minnesota, 12:00 PM  Tampa Bay at Carolina, 8:30 PM (ESPN) 

 
 
 
 


